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from Himmler, and at the same time to acquire another
post in the Labour Front. Through this principle of per-
sonal union of offices, each leader was able to extend his
sphere of influence, and to secure support in the struggle
against his rivals from the great sources of power. He
"fortified his position."

An extraordianry phenomenon was this partition of
power. There had scarcely been anything like it in any
other revolution. Is it a sign of internal weakness? Is it
giving birth to a sort of pluralistic administration? Does it
not mean that Hitler, the only one who commands no
concrete source of power, is fundamentally in a weak
position and the plaything of his magnates?

It is certainly a mark of Hitler's supreme ability that he
has not only maintained his position in face of the real
elements of power but has continually imposed his will on
them. Hitler lets matters take their course, but at important
points he gives them a push, with the utmost accuracy of
aim. Rohm did not get the supreme command he wanted
of the new Wehrmacht, the German forces in process of
creation. Even without Rohm's threat to make Hitler his
prisoner and compel him to rule for him, Hitler knew that
the combined command over the Wekrmacht and the revolu-
tionary Storm Troops would have meant Rohm's actual
dictatorship. He cut down Rohm, and so brought over the
army to his side; at the same time he was rid of a dangerous
pretender to the dictatorship. Goring, in his turn, was
allowed to create the Luftwaffe^ the air force. Hitler did not
prevent him from developing it also as a special arm for
and against coups d'etat. He could not prevent him from
making the air force a sort of universal weapon with pro-
nounced political aims. But Goring was made to give up his
police. His office of Prime Minister of Prussia was made
purely decorative. Hitler seized every opportunity of re-
stricting the "private armies'' of his paladins, and of so
distributing the requisites of power that he always re-
mained the deciding factor, always^ controlled the tura of
the scales.

But will this unstable balance, which Hitler has succeeded
so far in exploiting, continue indefinitely? Might there not